FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

LOCAL COMMUNITY MEMBERS TEAM UP TO SAVE CAVES AND BATS

May 5th, 2009, RANDOLPH, NJ:  Cavers, local environmentalists, media specialists, US government officials and academia are teaming together for a special documentary presentation on cave and bat preservation entitled “BATS: THE LAST FLIGHT”.  A group of cavers from the Tri-State Speleological Society, Inc, a non-profit caving club participated as well in the film scheduled for release later this year into 2010.  GALILEO PRODUCTIONS, a multi media firm will produce a one hour special for cable television on the concert and the caver’s efforts to stop the spread of WHITE NOSE SYNDROME, a killer fungus destroying close to 90% of many bat populations in caves and mines throughout New York State and the Tri-State area.  “If we don’t do something soon we are bound to lose many bat species throughout New York and the entire eastern seaboard states” said Al Hicks, Albany based Department of Environmental Conservation and Endangered Species Unit who has been spearheading the operation since 2006.  “We still don’t have any answers to what’s causing the fungus to spread”, he added, “But it is bringing together experts and volunteers like no other campaign I’ve seen to save endangered species since the bees were threatened”.   Producer Director James Ford Nussbaum of GALILEO PRODUCTIONS has been following Hicks and his team since 2008 planning a special video presentation for national distribution on cable and broadcast.  His efforts have linked the scientists with the public in a media blitz that has and will continue to educate the public right through next year of 2010.  His volunteer core has also been documenting the escapades of Wayne Russell and Julie Roselius, two cavers from New Jersey who have attempted to spearhead the problem on their own through an all out media war to help find answers to WHITE NOSE SYNDROME and help protect caves where they live.  Nussbaum has already assembled over 40 hours of footage marking one of the longest and detailed photographic records of what is happening with White Nose Syndrome and its effects on bats throughout the tri-state area.  “We've been blessed with support from so many local community members, scientists, educators and government officials who deserve so much more recognition then what is taking place currently,” said Nussbaum.  The documentary will mark a first time effort to capture the scientific developments as they are happening.  “The support and outreach from the community has been tremendous too and I wanted to thank everyone. We've also been fortunate to have a fantastic team helping us along the way in helping us book a special event with details to be announced shortly”, Nussbaum said.

The website for the documentary, www.galileoproductions.com/newscurrent.html, www.benefit4thecaves.com has tremendous help and support from award winning graphic designer Susan Shaw and her team at Hyperspace Cowgirls in Manhattan.  The launch took place in late February of this year marking months of detailed research and highlights.  Any questions regarding volunteers for the concert and documentary should be addressed to:  James Nussbaum at Galileo Productions---jnussbaum@galileoproductions.com.  Any information about White Nose Syndrome developments or cave related news should be sent to along as well.  At this point the documentary will be seen on Cablevision Systems in over 300,000 homes.  The producer hopes everyone will continue being a part of the efforts.
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